hen the sun sets on Saturday, Novembé&} Zristians will begin a season of the church year

call Advent. One of the purposes of Advent istepare us for a heartfelt celebration of the Sawior
birth. But Advent is also about so much more ttt@nremembrance of the birth of a child in Davidigal
city. Advent calls us to celebrate God’s love madgble in Jesus Christ — in a manger, on a cerss
empty tomb, and in his followers.

It's the whole history of our salvation that's dalated in these coming four weeks (Nov.29 — Dec.25)
This history includes Gotbrgiving us, renewing ugndequipping us- all to live as servants of the coming
kingdom of peace and fairness. And it’s this whstlery which invests Christmas with its rich anstilag
meaning for us.

There are tried and true practical ways to getydadthe marvelous holy night and for every dayhod
new year of grace that lies out ahead of us. Tuefted Church worshiping community is a greatista
place, with its rhythm of Word and Sacrament celébg the good news of God’s grace-filled forgivene
and creative newness.

Another practical way is strictly individual andrpenal. It can be exercised any time of the day; a
where. It involves—at the very least—your own devmdl discipline of personal prayer. Even more ldou
include devotional readings from Scripture.

| would suggest that everyday you first start witayer, observing a moment of silence to open rs
up to the presence of God and to ask for the gomlanthe Holy Spirit. Then, slowly, reflectivelgad the
suggested portion of Scripturseg belolw Remind yourself that in these words, God isakp® to
youtelling yousomething. Close your devotional moments witly@rdor yourself and for others.

I's my hope that in your moments of Scripture iagdand your reflection and prayer, you will diseov
again that in Jesus Christ every day is a daylghBan and every turn in life is an opportunitylsfing for
Him.

Faithfully yours,

Week One Week Two Week Three Week Four
Nov. 29 — Dec. 5 Dec. 6 — Dec. 12 Dec. 13 — Dec. 19 Dec. 20 — Dec. 25
Sunday — 1 John 1:1-7 Sunday — Hebrews 11 Sunditgtthew 3:1-12 Sunday — Luke 1:39-56
Monday — Luke 21:25-36 Monday — Psalm 130 Mondayke 3:3-18 Monday — Matthew 1:18-21

Tuesday — Ephesians 1:3-14  Tuesday — Isaiah 2:1-5| uesday — Matthew 11:2-1§  Tuesday — 1 John 4:7-21

Wednesday — Rom. 13:11-Wednesday — Isaiah 11:1-Wednesday — 2 Peter 3:8-1f#  Wednesday — Titus 24111
14 10
Thursday — Mark 13:28-37 Thursday — 1 Cor. 1:25-31Thursday — Luke 1:5-20 Thursday — Luke 2:1-20

Friday — Matthew 24:36-44 Friday — Isaiah 35:1-10 rid&y — Luke 1:57-80 Friday — John 1:1-16
Saturday — Heb. 10:35-39 Saturday — Isaiah 43:1842%aturday — Luke 1:26-38 Christmas — Luke 2:1-20




--GREEN WATTSI--

In the spirit of making our
church "greener,"” Christians for
the Earth will be sponsoring
"green energy blocks," which
support the development and
maintenance of alternative energy
sources such as solar, wind farms
and geo-thermal; these sources
contribute the power they produce
to the energy grid our church taps into. Federatec
Church uses an average of 6000 kilowatt hours of
electricity per month. In addition to taking
measures to reduce our power usage in general
our church will be supporting "green" energy
providers, as well as continuing our mission to
protect the environment and have minimal impact
upon it. See the APS website for more informatior

about Green Choice Optionss Www.aps.com.
You may want to try this at home!

-~

Sunday, December 18 at 5:00 pm
Holiday Pot Luck Dinner in Rees Hall
followed by The Grumpy Shepherd by

our Children’s Choir, directed by

Renee Schenck.
Please bring a holiday dish to share that
feeds 8 and your place setting
Choose: Main dish, sides, salad or desger

<HE NEW ACOLYTE CLASg

Back row: LR Ethan Henry, Madeline Mayorga,

Eliza James and Nina Lunday

Front Row: LR Dante Smith-Evans, and Aspen Cosner
(Not pictured: James Rockow)

We'd like to introduce the new Acolytes that you wi see lighting the candles on
Sunday Mornings. These children received traininghis Fall: Ethan Henry,
Madeline Mayorga, Eliza James, Nina Lunday and JanmgRockow, with the training
help of Dante Smith-Evans and Aspen Cosner. Be sato thank them for helping our
Church family in this special way. Federated novihas 15 trained Acolytes!



When it comes to saving souls and saving the plémete is one church in town that be-
lieves the two ideas are related: Flagstaff Feddr@ommunity Church. This month Federated
became the first church outside of Washington stabe recognized as a “Greening Congregat
by Earth Ministry of Seattle, Washington. EarthnMtry has been working to engage the Chri
community in environmental concerns since its itiogpin 1994. In the beginning the “Greenin
Congregation” program focused on churches in Wagbmstate, but as the organization has
grown its mission has grown to a national scalavedBrubaker of Seattle, a former chairman
Earth Ministry, presented Federated it's greeniagrer to honor its commitment to environmerftal
stewardship as the first church outside of Wasbimgb receive this honor.

”

ian

Federated has been spreading the message ofreneintal stewardship since 1996 whe
the church’s green ministry team, Christians fer Barth, was formed. The motto of this team
“Mindful choices for the environment are spiritaats.” Federated Church has become an enyi-
ronmental activist in Flagstaff!

Christians for the Earth is a denominationallylusc/e study and activist group that first
gan meeting at Federated as a small group of 4enple, and has grown to include over 30 p
ple who regularly attend meetings, with even largenbers attending events. Tish Bogan Ozngun,
a founding member of Christians for the Earth, ai that, “when we know that we are one wigh
the natural world, both materially and spirituallye choose to live within limits so that all lifeay
prosper.”

Christians for the Earth has led Federated to a@ognvironmental policy, to lower the
church’s energy consumption, to convert landscafanuative plants, to start a church recycling
program, to use compostable tableware at churchigvend to organize a monthly Coffee Shog to
sell environmentally friendly coffee and other puots to congregants. Organizing workshops gnd
study groups on environmental issues are alsolagrigrity for this group. They have joined th
new Arizona chapter of Interfaith Power and Lightlare a partner church with Eco-Justice Mifis-
tries. They were instrumental in the local “SkePp” event for 2007 and 2008. “Step It Up” is
national effort to urge Congress to reduce carlmisgons. Federated’s green team also spongor’s
presentations on climate change as part of Theddifroject’s international efforts to stop gloffal
warming. Last Saturday Federated'’s bells chimashison with the bells of three other local
churches to bring attention to the safe upper lohtarbon dioxide in the atmosphere: 350 par
per million. At 3:50 p.m. the church bells rangtBbes as part of the International Day of Climgte
Action.

Many have accused the Christian church of beilagge part of the ecological crisis by prp-
moting the view that having dominion over the egittes humans permission to use it as we
please. Christians for the Earth believes thaktisesome truth to this accusation and hopes to
counteract this view. Sherry Golden, another fonganember of Christians for the Earth share
that “While God gave humans dominion over the eafrtve follow the example of Christ, any dg-
minion of this good creation must be achieved biyise. We are created in such a way that w
cannot ask what is truly good for the human radbaut asking what is truly good for all of crea
tion. We have a lot of work to do!”

Federated may be Flagstaff's first green chursthleast they have the first “green banne




December Youth Group Schedule:

Come join us for Sunday School from 9:45-10:45
and for Youth Group from 5:30-7pm

6th: Regular Youth Group
13th: Regular Youth Group
20th: Regular Youth Group

December 27th: NO YOUTH GROUP—HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!
January 3rd: NO YOUTH GROUP—HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

The youth are off to
a great start this year!
They are starting to plan their

summer mission trip and are
looking forward to going to New
York this year!

Wishing everyone a
happy and healthy holiday season!




NEW SHORT TERM CLASS FOR ADULTS

Christian Beliefs Sunday School Class
meeting January 3 — February 14
9:45 — 10:45 in room #14
Leaders: Gene and Glenda Hill
This 6 session study is a ground breaking currroutun the Bible as it relates to scripture
often misinterpreted when referring to homosexyatis our church lives out its call to blz

inclusive we hope to open discussion for you tnib@med.

IT'S SUCH A PERSONAL THING...

Thank you for your recent personal commitment fogpsut Flagstaff Federated Church i
2010. With your personal support, you are recaggithat the church is more than a
minister, more than a building, more than a congtieg or music. It is a community, a
fellowship, a place of learning and enriching gpiriWith your financial pledge and an
additional commitments of your time and talents yoe enabling the church to contin
to carry out God's work through its programs ansisions.

"Each of you must give as you have made up youdymnot reluctantly or under

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver."
2 Corinthians 9:7

Thank You!

FEDERATED WOMEN'S MINISTRY

FWM will host their Holiday Luncheon on Thursday,
December 17th at 11:30am at Little America.
(Please note: the date has been changed
to one week later than previously publicized.)
The cost is $12.50/person; this includes the bulffeterages, tax, and gratuity., &
We hope that you will plan to join us. ) :
Please RSVP to Renee Henry (774-5892 mrhenry@ nlggcain)
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INQUIRER UPDATE

" #$ $ $
%

FOOD CENTER

The Outreach & Social Action Ministry Team wouikk for you to consider buying p
few extra groceries for the Flagstaff Family Foaeh@r during this holiday season.
They are always in need of the gallon size carieudfé and vegetables. In addition, they
can always use a turkey for either Thanksgivin@lristmas. Bring them to the church
office and we will deliver them to the Food Center.

If you find you would like to volunteer at the Fb&enter, we would appreciate
knowing of your willingness to help those in ne€&ke Carmen Johnson or Ken Bean if you
would like to join them on the second Tuesday @heaonth, from 3:30-5:30PM.

Thank you also for all of your help in buying gifor Angel Tree children and for
your donations of food for the Christensen and B&saver families for Thanksgiving.

STRATEGIC PLANNING UPDATE /
The Strategic Planning Team has proposed theAoltpstrategic /’)?(,@
direction for the near-term future of Federated IChu ! \*\ \\
Growing in Spirit ! \\
Growing in Service | e —\

Growing in Numbers

The Board of Trustees has adopted the directi@tussions and planning or goals
objectives, and implementation will resume in e2M0. The intent is to use the strategil:

direction as the lens through which all church stmes, programs, and activities will be
planned and undertaken.




NEW MEMBER CLASS IN JANUARY Qﬁ//}
(

Interested in exploring membership at Federated @l he next N

New Member Class will meet on Sunday mornings, dan4 & )
N //)
§ @

31, between worship hours at 10:00 AM in the Chuitinary
4

(upstairs in the education building). If you havweestions, please
call the church office.

(

DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY

Just a quick note to say the new Disciple Bibled$ttiass is going well. This is such a g
and thorough way to study scripture! Jim Fredigkvilling to lead a new Disciple Bib
Study Il for those who have taken the first couesed would like to continue wit
“‘Remember Who You Are”. The emphasis is on The Retgpand The Letters of Paul g
focuses on several themes which weave their wapugr the study: the call to rememf

od

e
1,

n
er,

the call to repentance, the need for renewed vi@gas to see, ears to hear), and the place

of community. Jim Fredrick at 774-8196

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
10:00 AM DECEMBER 6

Church members are encouraged to attend the Decéfhbe
Congregational Meeting at 10:00 AM in the sanctu@he
twofold purpose of the meeting is to hear the repbthe
Nominating Team and then elect Board of Trusteasioees for
the Class of 2012, as well as to approve the 2Qd€r&ding
Budget. Business is limited to these agenda items o
Please attend!

FIND THE HERO IN YOU

Sunday, December 6th - 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Call the church office to schedule an appointmeny;sit www.BloodHero.com.
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